


[image: A bird on a branch

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]FARTHINGHOE PARISH COUNCIL
[bookmark: _Hlk218250765]Minutes of Meeting – including The Annual General Meeting 

Held on Wednesday 13 May 2026 at 7.00pm at The Village Hall 
Councillors present	Cllr Mick Morris (Chair) (MM)
	Cllr David Chidwick (DC)
	Cllr Andrew Mills (AM)
	Cllr Trevor Jarvis (TJ)
	Cllr Barry Willett (BW)
	Cllr Tom McCullough (TM)
	Mr Andrew Sierant. Clerk. (AS)
Apologies:  Cllr Sophie Nobes (SN)

	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	26/059
	To elect a Chair of the Council
MM was proposed to continue as chair by BW, which was seconded by TJ. MM was elected Chair.

	

	26/060
	To elect a Vice-Chair of the Council
BW was proposed to be vice-Chair by TJ, which was seconded by DC.  BW was elected Vice-Chair.

	

	26/061
	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Apologies received from Cllr Sophie Nobes.  Approved.

	

	26/062
	To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be transacted and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business.)
None declared

	

	26/063
	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2026
It was resolved that the minutes were taken as read. They were signed by the Chairman and were adopted as approved. 

	


	26/064
	To hear matters arising from the minutes
No matters arising.
	

	26/065
	Public participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 15 minutes with 
any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting).
No members of the public were present 

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk218250961]26/066
	 To Consider any matters arising not covered in the main agenda.
No matters arising

	

	26/067
	To review any correspondence received since 8 April 2026 requiring action.
067/01 – It was agreed to take up a new quote from Zurich Insurance, which is a much-reduced premium, available to all Parish Councils with a Precept of under £25,000. This makes a significant saving on the original quote

	




	26/068
		To consider financial matters from the RFO:
   068/1 - The Financial Report for April was presented and approved.
   068/2 - The Council approved the payment of £26.00pm for the clerk working from home expenses.
   068/3 - Bills for payment in April were approved
   068/4 – The Council approved the budget position for the end of April.
AS shared with Councillors the Letter of Engagement, from NCALC, regarding the internal audit. This was recognised and accepted/approved.

	






	26/069
	To approve the updated Asset Register.
The Asset Register had been circulated to all Councillors pre-meeting and was accepted and approved.
	


	26/070
	To determine and note responses to recent planning applications (Including any applications received after publication of the agenda).
      070/1 – Limes Barn – the entrance road has badly degraded and it is very unsure whether the geometry and surface quality has ever met the required Highways Standards for the original Farm Shop Planning Application - question raised of who we contact to have this corrected. MM will raise this with WNC Planning
	




MM

	26/071
	To discuss highways and maintenance matters.
071/1 Road and drain repairs - A422 update
There will be a road closure on the A422 from 22 July – 4 August. Highways have been written to for detailed clarification on what changes will be made especially regarding road degradation over the years these changes have been promised. Nothing received  yet despite the many requests by MM and BW. MM had observed today, the long tail back while temporary traffic lights were set up while patching of the road was taking place. Traffic lights have many times been proposed as a solution to the traffic pinch point issues. Today showed this is not and never has been a feasible solution. Highways had not informed the Council that this patching work was taking place. It was additionally noted that the work was set up at rush time! – Very unsatisfactory and another instance of poor or no communication.
072/2 Street Lighting & Weight Limit
Can’t move forward on the weight limit until plans are in place for repairs to the road. MM has asked for correspondence between WNC and National Highways over the weight limit.
It seems that a policy of no communication is in place!! 
 
	

	26/072
	Children’s Playpark
BW had circulated photos of Kins Sutton post protection repairs. MM had contacted Kings Sutton PC to find out what they had done for their Playpark and the costs involved. Their repair avoids wood poles being set in the soil. We have 28 posts to inspect and possibly repair – it might be cost effective to have all addressed. Costing is needed. MM stated that costings are needed before the work can be carried out. The swings are the biggest current concern because they have dynamic loading as well as static loading.
We need to be mindful when considering moving forward with repairs/improvements to the Playpark, that the land could be taken back by the landowners.
A resident had sent a letter to the Chair, saying the importance of keeping the playpark and that he would be willing to help. AM suggested that this is acted upon. 
Thus we need to consider all options to repair the Playpark and the possibility to establish a village group/party to develop the Playpark.

	







	26/073
	Changes to Local Plan including the Housing Allocation
MM is not expecting an answer over the increase in village housing, until the end of the year circulated with the consultation.
 Housing changes, if any, should not be considered until we are sure that they will not add to current village traffic dangers and congestion.
First we need to see the full details of the Weight Limit/Speed Limit extensions/Average Speed Cameras/A422 upgraded Street lighting schemes.
New Housing Allocations can then be considered when these are known and preferably put in place.
BW believes the PC needs to keep a focus on the weight limit project at all costs.
TJ believes we will be told about the housing outcome as a fait accompli and have to accept this.
	

	26/074
	Defibrillator renewal update
The Solar Park funding grant for the defibrillator has been paid into the PC account. The defibrillator was paid for in the last financial year, with the grant paid in this current new financial year. The submitted VAT claim will cover further cost of the defibrillator. 

	


AS

	26/075
	NCALC Climate and Nature (CAN) Champion Scheme
Item not discussed as SN absent from the meeting

	

	26/076
	Feedback on APM Meeting held on 22 April
The numbers of residents were disappointing. (13). 
Fly-tipping had been raised as a concern. TM highlighted that there are issues for builders getting rid of waste.
MM proposed removing the April PC Meeting for April and just focus on the APM, this was seconded by BW. The motion was carried.

	

	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Discussion for agenda items for next month and items to note



The meeting closed at 8:20pm. 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 10 June 2026 at 7.00pm. 
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