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[bookmark: _Hlk218250765]Minutes of Meeting  
Held on Wednesday 8 July 2026 at 7.00pm at The Village Hall 
Councillors present	Cllr. Mick Morris (Chair) (MM)
	Cllr. David Chidwick (DC)
	Cllr. Andrew Mills (AM)
	Cllr. Barry Willett (BW) 
	Cllr. Sophie Nobes (SN)
	Cllr. Tom McCullough (TM)
	Mr Andrew Sierant. Clerk/RFO. (AS) 
Apologies: Cllr. Trevor Jarvis

	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	26/090
	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Received from Cllr Trevor Jarvis and approved.

	

	26/091 
	To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be transacted and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business.
None declared
	

	26/092
	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2026
It was resolved that the minutes were taken as read. They were signed by the Chairman and were adopted as approved. 

	


	26/093
	To hear matters arising from the minutes
AS confirmed the following:
· adopted IT Policy is available on the website
· d/d for CPRE is cancelled for next year
· Internal Audit documentation published on the website
· PKF Littlejohn confirmed no further action required re: Intermediate Review
MM confirmed he had put up 20mph signs in Queen Street.
AS proposed the unexpected £60 d/d (not budgeted for), be paid from the insurance budget, as this had been a much-reduced cost as had been budgeted for. Approved by Council.
	

	26/094
	Public participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 15 minutes with 
any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting).
No public attendance

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk218250961]26/095
	 To Consider any matters arising not covered in the main agenda.
None arising.

	



	26/096
	To review any correspondence received since 13 May 2026 requiring action.
096/01 – Potential closure of village pub. Fox Inn. BW informed Council that the landlord was in hospital. TM confirmed he had given up his role before going into hospital. Pub currently closed, owned by Wells Brewery Company (Charlie Wells). They have it as part of their future planning for their chain and is not for sale. As it is a community asset there might be the need to find someone to take it on within in a 6 months period.
AS asked to contact the brewery and ask them to give clarity to the Council on the proposed plan for the pub, due to it being a community asset. Villagers can then be informed

096/02 – Decide who the new electricity supplier should be. 
After reviewing 3 options given by the consultant for electrical suppliers, it was unanimously decided to go with CONRAD Energy. AS will progress this.

	





AS



AS

	26/097
		To consider financial matters from the RFO:
097/01 - The Financial Report for June was presented and approved by Council.
097/02 – Bills due to be paid in July were approved by Council. The payment due to Jon Hampson (£380), includes cleaning/tidying up of the bus shelters.

097/03 – Budget position to the end of June, set against the 26/27 Precept, was accepted and approved by Council.

	






	26/098
	To determine and note responses to recent planning applications (Including any applications received after publication of the agenda).
MM had circulated updates to all Councillors regarding Limes Farm. It’s a complicated situation! It appears that the WNC Enforcement team and the planning team are not communicating in a coherent and constructive manner! It is expected that the application will be ‘called in’, but no end date extension has been agreed. 
It was agreed that Michelle Jarvis is providing good support and communicating well with Council.
MM – Council is receiving tail-end information of an ongoing saga. More things are coming to light.
There was recently a fire amongst the Yurts sited, and there are 5 Yurts rather than the agreed 4. They have a licence for a considerable number camping pitches, but there seems to be inadequte  parking on the site for these. It appears that a photo submitted with the application has been amended to remove an oil tank and instead shows a picnic table. There are complications  in the way the ‘egg business’ is operating which are being investigated
All things relating to Limes Farm are ongoing, but nothing is absolutely clear. 

	






	26/099
	To discuss highways and maintenance matters.
099/01 -  Parish Council has still not been properly informed on the road closure for 4 August Richard Butler (WNC Cabinet Member) has tried to get further information but has heard nothing. 
BW requested that AS try to find out if there is a rule for the council to inform residents/Parish Council’s about proposed road closures.
MM is raising a petition in the village to ask WNC Highways to inform the village of their Traffic Management Plan for any closure in advance. (97 residents signed the final petition) 

099/02 – A422 – The hot weather has resulted in tarmac repairs that have been carried out which have softened and spread and sealed some of the cracks in the road surface. However, it is now spreading up and over the kerb.

099/03 – MM will regularly follow up the promised Weight Limit information which is very limited and way overdue. There has been no further information from WNC which is not in line with their October 2025 promise of keeping the PC regularly informed.
This is very unsatisfactory but much in line with their post October 2025 performances. Actually, there are Ward Councillors experience the same difficulties.   


	


AS






	26/100
	Children’s Playpark
Waiting for a letter from Brown & Co, who have a contract to control the operations of Dashwood Farm,  to find out how the Playpark land fits into the overall policy for the future of the Farm. There is an element of uncertainty over this. It was agreed to hold back any substantial funding of the equipment until we know the future. The mowing and basic maintenance will continue.
	




	26/101
	Changes to Local Plan including the Housing Allocation
No further information on this has been forthcoming.

	

	26/102
	NCALC Climate and Nature (CAN) Champion Scheme
Nothing to update on.

	

	AOB
	DC did a resident’s survey regarding speed bumps in Queen Street.
Circulated 35 forms in Queen St
17 replies 
14 Yes
3 No

To be discussed at the next meeting to decide on next step

	



	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Discussion for agenda items for next month and items to note.
Speed bumps in Queen Street
Clerk contract review



The meeting closed at 8:12pm. 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 9 September 2026 at 7.00pm. 
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