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[bookmark: _Hlk218250765]Minutes of Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 11 February 2026 at 7.00pm at The Village Hall 
Councillors present	Cllr Mick Morris (Chair) (MM)
	Cllr Bary Willett (BW)
	Cllr Sophie Nobes (SN)
	Cllr David Chidwick (DC)
	Cllr Trevor Jarvis (TJ)
	Richard Butler (RBu) – WNC Cabinet Member 
	Rosie Herring (RH) – WNC Ward Councillor
	Rebecca Breese (RBr) – WNC Ward Councillor
	Mr Andrew Sierant. Clerk. (AS)
Apologies:  Cllr Andrew Mills (AM); Cllr Tom McCullough (TM)
                      

	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	26/015
	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr Andrew Mills; Cllr Tom McCullough 
	

	26/016
	To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be transacted and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business.)
None declared
	

	26/017
	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 14 January 2025
It was resolved that the minutes were taken as read. They were signed by the Chairman and were adopted as approved. 

	


	26/018
	Public participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 15 minutes with 
any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting).
No parishioners were present 
	

	[bookmark: _Hlk218250961]26/019
	 To Consider any matters arising not covered in the main agenda.
RH/RBr reported that Westminster had required that 5000 additional houses should be allocated to be built in West Northants and that within the WNC Local Plan 19 houses were proposed be built in in Farthinghoe. BW pointed out that we have until 27 March to express our thoughts to the revised Local Plan.
This being via an Online Consultation
This Online Consultation applies to both PC Councillors and to Residents responses as will a WNC Public Presentation which will take place at Brackley Town Hall on Wednesday March11 (12.30 pm to 6.00 pm)  
Prior to a Public Presentation at Brackley Town Hall on the afternoon of March11 the Parish Council will discuss this subject further and then circulate more details throughout the Parish.

BEARING IN MIND THAT THE PC HAD NO PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE OF THIS LOCAL PLAN CHANGE UNTIL WE RECEIVED A MAIL FROM A PRIVATE PLANNING CONSULTANT OFFERING THEIR SERVICES TO REPRESENT US. (received 30 minutes before this meeting)
Why is it so difficult for WNC Planning to contact FPC directly and to inform us of this?
They know our contact details and we are only an Email away   
Our Ward Councillors were also not completely sure of the detail of these changes (but made a big effort the following day to learn more)
It speaks volumes of WNC Officers’ abilities to communicate or not to communicate       
	

	26/020
	To review any correspondence received since 1 January 2026 requiring action.
A Playpark inspection has been completed and a report issue– item 024
The PC Insurance renewal letter has been received and will be considered– item 026
	




	26/021
		To consider financial matters from the RFO:
021/1 The financial report for January was presented and approved.
021/02 Payments due in February were approved.
Playpark Inspection £150.00
NCALC clerk training course £55.20
Texprep for Chronicle printing £80.90
Appreciation Gift for our Parish Clerk who retired in November £25.00

012/03 It was noted by BW that within the budget the grass cutting could be overspent this year, should any further mowing take place. MM pointed out that additional work, removing intrusive from around the bus stops had been introduced during this year. Next year’s budget for ‘Grass Cutting’ will include this added cost. AS stated that he would circulate to Councillors a breakdown of this year’s costs clarity.
Budget for 2026/2027
AS presented the previously agreed budget for 2026/27 was  confirmed and had been submitted to WNC as the basis for the 2026/27 precept.
	








AS






	26/022
	To determine and note responses to recent planning applications
There have been no planning applications submitted
	


	26/023
	To discuss highways and maintenance matters.
010/1, 010/2 and 010/3
 
RBr, RH and BBu attended this meeting to discuss primarily two subjects, these being A422 Weight Limit and the revised Pinch Point Drainage scheme. 
We had all been awaiting project update replies for almost 2 months on both subjects from Nick Henstock.
Unfortunately these replies were received less than an hour before the meeting with most people’s first sight being at the meeting, but, unfortunately, they contained little meaningful substance.
It was agreed that MM would prepare a response which RBu would take up directly with Nick Henstock and then update us
Suffice to say that the main theme of both replies seemed to indicate that promised deadlines may not be met, but no one seemed surprised because the above mentioned 2 months delay had indicated that previous experiences were re-emerging.               

MM/BW outlined the serious A422 damage was continuing to worsen and that FixMyStreet complaints were proving to be a complete waste of time. RBu promised to arrange an inspection.
Further action to be decided and followed 

MM informed RBu that promises to cut back trees at the pinch point to allow more illumination from the streetlight had not transpired. RBu was surprised that this had not been done and that he would chase this up. We were also informed by RH that a study to update the A422 Street lights would be incorporated into the Weight Limit project.

	














RBu/MM

	26/024
	Children’s Playpark
024/1 SN had circulated to councillors the main findings to be addressed in the recent inspection. BW will address these along with TM.
Any advisories were just minor adjustments and therefore of no real safety concern 
It was decided that the current benches can be repaired and BW will present a quote for these repairs for Council’s perusal.
024/2 MM confirmed that the bins are emptied regularly by WNC. It had been outlined through the ‘Chronicle’ that regular bins can be used for bagged dog waste if there are no dog bins available. The decision was made not to purchase a new dog bin.
(Later Note -2 WNC Bins have been damaged beyond repair but are being replaced)

	

BW

	26/025
	Defibrillator renewal update
AS reported that he has submitted an application for a grant from the Copse Lodge Community fund, to cover the costs of providing a replacement defibrillator. A confirmation reply is awaited after which a new defibrillator will be purchased and installed.
MM said that when the new defibrillator is in place, we need to have a Councillor member to liaise with the installer to learn what routine inspection needs to carried out and documented to ensure that the equipment is always functional should the need for use arise. DC volunteered to take this role.

	



DC


	26/026
	Insurance Renewal
AS informed councillors that the next financial years renewal for insurance had come through. It remains at the same cost as this year.  Next years budget will cover this. This will be paid in the new financial year. BW asked if this was a 2-year deal. AS will investigate

	

AS

	26/027
	NCALC Climate and Nature (CAN) Champion Scheme
SN has a focus meeting next week. At present there is nothing to report, but there should be after attending the meeting.

	SN

	26/028
	APM Presentation 22 April
As there is a new clerk MM outlined the procedures to follow. There are 7 organisations to report to FPC. AS to contact these and request reports.
MM will ensure that notification of the meeting will appear in the Farthinghoe Chronicle.

	
AS

MM

	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Discussion for agenda items for next month and items to note
CAN update.
Meeting needed to discuss councillor’s roles/responsibilities



The meeting closed at 8:49pm. 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 11 March 2026 at 7.00pm. 
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