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[bookmark: _Hlk218250765]Minutes of Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 11 March 2026 at 7.00pm at The Village Hall 
Councillors present	Cllr Mick Morris (Chair) (MM)
	Cllr Bary Willett (BW)
	Cllr Andrew Mills (AM)
	Cllr Trevor Jarvis (TJ)
	Mr Andrew Sierant. Clerk. (AS)
Apologies:  Cllr David Chadwick (DC); Cllr Tom McCullough (TM)
Absences:  Cllr Sophie Nobes (SN)

	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	26/029
	To receive and approve apologies for absence.
Cllr David Chadwick; Cllr Tom McCullough. Approved.
Cllr Sophie Nobes no apology received.
	

	26/030
	To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. (Members should disclose any interests in the business to be transacted and are reminded that the disclosure of a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest will require that the member withdraws from the meeting room during the transaction of that item of business.)
None declared
	

	26/031
	To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 11 February 2026
It was resolved that the minutes were taken as read. They were signed by the Chairman and were adopted as approved. 
	


	26/032
	Public participation session (members of the public are invited to address the council. The session will last for a maximum of 15 minutes with 
any individual contribution lasting a maximum of 3 minutes. Members of the public should address their representations through the chairman of the meeting).
No members of the public were present 

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk218250961]26/033
	 To Consider any matters arising not covered in the main agenda.
None received
	

	26/034
	To review any correspondence received since 1 February 2026 requiring action.
AS informed Councillors that Jon Hampson (mowing contract), has agreed to renew the contract for the coming year, but with a £5 increase for the field mowing. It was agreed to proceed with this small increase. AS to confirm with Jon Hampson that the increase is accepted and to receive confirmation that the bus stop tidying will remain the same price.
	


AS



	26/035
		To consider financial matters from the RFO:
035/1 The financial report for February was presented and approved.

035/02 Payments due to be paid in March were approved.

035/03 The budget position up to the end of February was discussed. It was noted that the payroll service that has been adopted, will present its first bill in March, but payment will probably be in April and in the next Financial Year.

	







	26/036
	To determine and note responses to recent planning applications
There have been no planning applications submitted
	


	26/037
	To discuss highways and maintenance matters.
037/1 Road and drain repairs A422 update
037/2 Street Lighting
037/3 Weight Limit
Despite various communications from MM to WNC/Highways, there has been no response to update on actions planned for the 3 sub-headings. Councillors agreed that the lack of any sort of response was indicative of the way that WNC operate, showing a disregard for the concerns of the residents of Farthinghoe.
 
	







	26/038
	Children’s Playpark
BW reported that some minor repairs to equipment have been done through the local handyman. One of the benches has been repaired, but the second bench is not repairable. BW proposed a new one, made from hardwood, is purchased. TJ suggested weighing up the cost of s good quality plastic bench against the cost of a wooden one. MM knows a man who visits the Parish annually to sell hardwood furniture and a price can be obtained from him. There is not an immediate rush to make the purchase, giving time to get costings.
BW will discuss with the handyman the cost of the repairs he carried out and to add this to work he will be carrying out in the future.
A resident has expressed concern over how the Parish Council manage the Playpark, following an incident of poor behaviour. The resident had contacted MM directly. MM had pointed out to the resident that the Council maintains the Playpark, ensuring the equipment is safe, but are not responsible for policing it.
It was agreed that AS would send a letter to the residents outlining the Councils position, and that the resident, along with all residents, should contact the police directly if they observe inappropriate behaviour. The letter to state that resident should not put themselves in a difficult situation trying to address issues.
If there is a dog issue in the park, then WNC should be contacted.


	




MM


BW




AS


	26/039
	Changes to Local Plan including the Housing Association
MM explained that BW and himself had been to a meeting to gather information on the proposed houses to be built in Farthinghoe. MM pointed out that the By-Pass was not approved as there was not enough housing to warrant this, but that there was no mention of a By-Pass in the plans for this proposed new housing. MM went on to say that it is difficult to assess how the proposed houses will impact the traffic as it is not known where these houses will be in the village. There needs to be a strong case put forward to oppose the housing, especially with the road issues needing to be addressed. MM did point out that there does need to be an increase in the population if we want the school to remain open. It currently has only 20 pupils and could be at risk of closure.

	

	26/040
	Defibrillator renewal update
AS reported that the grant funding has been approved and we can go ahead and purchase the defibrillator. Once we can prove it is in place, the funding will be paid to FPC.
AS to contact the defibrillator company to confirm purchase, make payment and arrange a date for fitting, to be when DC can be in attendance

	


AS/DC


	26/041
	Insurance Renewal
AS informed councillors that the next financial years renewal for insurance had come through. It remains at the same cost as this year.  Next years budget will cover this. This will be paid in the new financial year. BW asked if this was a 2-year deal. AS will investigate

	

AS

	26/042
	NCALC Climate and Nature (CAN) Champion Scheme
SN was not in attendance, so this item was not given an update.

	SN

	26/043
	APM Presentation 22 April
As contacted the 7 organisations who should be submitting reports for this meeting. To date there have been no responses. AS will contacting them all again.
MM said he would contact the church to get theirs.
AS was asked to invite Rebecca/Rose/Richard to the meeting. MM would check if he should invite N Henstock
	
AS

MM

	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Discussion for agenda items for next month and items to note
CAN update.
Meeting needed to discuss councillor’s roles/responsibilities



The meeting closed at 8:05pm. 

The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 8 April 2026 at 7.00pm. 
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